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EAA Chapter 67 normally
meets the first Monday of
each month at 7:30 PM at
the Noblesville Airport
(Pitch-in dinner 6:30).
Please check the calendar
since there are occasional
exceptions:

6

Jeff and Alan grilled pork tenderloins and attendees brought complimentary side dishes for a great pitch in dinner.
Brian opened the meeting for about 40 attendees with the pledge of
allegiance at 7:25 pm.
The next three meetings will be on July 11, August 15 and September 12, the second Monday of the month due to various conflicts.
Jeff reported that we have $4200 in our account with all air academy
expenses having been paid.
Young Eagles: Rob Morris reported that the next event will be on
June 25 and all involved have been “certified”.
Ercoupe project, Rob said it is moving along.
Prep for the June 11 fly in/pancake breakfast will be on Friday at
6:00 pm with fried chicken provided. BMO Harris will attend on
Saturday and will be in charge of the table area, cleaning and
keeping items supplied for the tables. EAA 1121 will be invited
to help.
Jeff Stoltz will head up safety with a briefing at 7:00 am Saturday.
Brian noted that David Leiting from EAA headquarters and 5 guests
visited over race day weekend. They visited EAA 67, had lunch
at the Nickel Plate and then went to KMQJ in the afternoon. Brian noted that they will return next year and lodging has been offered.
Larry Jacoby and Jon updated the group on the meeting at the
Speedway for the Red Bull Air Races. They would like the event
to be aviation focused. Sean White will be the local organizer for
the race on Oct. 1 and 2. Plans have not been finalized as they
are looking for input and ideas from a variety of local aviation
and civic groups. Any ideas, please let Brian and Jon know. One
idea, the Osprey could be part of the show since they have Rolls
Royce engines.
The EAA 67 Fun Day will be on September 24. We will encourage
greater attendance at the event for this year.
George Spelman gave a brief overview of his Bucket List Route 66
trip. He will give more details at the next meeting. 24 days and
43 hours in the air, and 250 gallons of fuel. EAA chapters along
the route were most gracious hosts.
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HANGAR FLYING
June means fly-outs and fun with friends at Chapter 67….

Dr. Dan and Larry took “Ruby” to lunch
in Muncie….

Ryan Harter accepted the top show award at the recent Aeronca National Convention for his restoration of the family Aeronca 11AC.

The Stearmans have been out
practicing formation work for the
local shows...

FIELD OF DREAMS
PANCAKES, AIRPLANES & FAMILIES….

Pilot, plane builder honored for 50 years of safety

A 16-year-old Louis Owen, right, was a mechanic for World War II training planes in Clarksville, Tenn.
(Submitted photos)
Louis Owen first became interested in flying as a young boy building model airplanes. By the time he was 14,
he was working at a local airport in Kentucky during World War II cleaning windshields, doing maintenance,
and attempting anything else he could talk someone into letting him try.
Louis Owen received the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50 years of Dedicated Service in Aviation
Safety.
“By the time I was 16 or so, I was doing quite a bit of work around the airport on planes,” the 87-year-old Carmel resident said. “I would fly every chance I could hitch a ride with someone. Sometimes the pilots would let
me take over flying.”
It was in the Navy Owen learned to fly. He soloed for the first time at age 23 in December 1952.
“I couldn’t afford the lessons before,” he said.
Owen remained in the Navy on active duty for 40 months then went into the Reserves, retiring after 16 years
of service as a second lieutenant.
Over the years, he began building his own planes – two in all. Both were Whitman Tailwind planes that seated
two people.
“I even carved my own wooden propeller to go on a plane,” the Korean War veteran said. “I had bought one,
but it wasn’t exactly what I wanted, so I built my own and got it to where I wanted.”
The first time he took to the sky in a plane he’d built, Owen admits to a “bit of apprehension.”
“I was thinking, ‘Hey, wait a minute. It took me several years to build this, is it okay?’” he said. “And, it was.
The second one there was not a bit of apprehension because you just know you’re doing it right as you go.”
In 1995, Owen was one of 10 pilots from around the country honored by the Dayton Air Show for building
their own planes. He was able to display his plane at the show for three days and received a Wright Brothers
Trophy.
But this past May, Owen received an even bigger honor – The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50
years of Dedicated Service in Aviation Safety.
“It really makes me feel good. The first award was nice, but this just has more impact,” he said. “It’s just more
special. I’m really proud of it.”
In all, Owen has more than 2,500 hours of logged flight, with 1,500 of that in the last plane he built.
Owen hasn’t flown for several years, however, figuring at 87 he might not be able to pass the required physical.
“I’ve flown a lot already, so just guess I don’t need to,” he said.
But he misses it – especially the freedom of getting in a plane and taking off – and the maintenance.
“You get kind of hooked on that – keeping it in shape and keeping it going right,” Owen said. “It took a lot of
time, you know.”
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July 11, Chapter Meeting:
6:30 pitch in dinner I80 Meeting 7:30 at I80
Aug. 8, Chapter Meeting: 6:30
pitch in dinner I80 Meeting
7:30 at I80
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Sept. 12,Chapter Meeting:
6:30PM pitch in dinner at I80 Meeting 7:30
Oct. 3, Chapter Meeting:
6:30PM pitch in dinner at I80 Meeting 7:30

PRESIDENT’S CORNER:
I want to start out by saying a big thank you to everyone that came out to work at the last Pancake Breakfast
Fly In. Because of the great turn out of volunteers to work all functions of the event, we had another very successful event. The final total of meals served was 775 which is just short of our record of last June. It seems
that the number we need to plan on is not around 800 meals. That is almost double the number we were selling 6 years ago. This time we had some volunteers from BMO Harris Bank. BMO donated 10 cases of water
and also were very helpful working to keep the food tent cleared and the syrup bottles filled. They also set up
a tent to promote their bank. They are already planning to be back for our August Fly In too. The Indianapolis
Aero Club once again set up an information tent and seemed to be happy with the interest they received. Tom
Wood Aviation brought over a Cessna 162 and a 172. They had a couple of their instructors there that were
promoting their flight school and also letting kids sit in their planes. Seeing how much the kids like to be able
to sit in the planes shows us just how much we need to get our Ercoupe display plane done and ready for our
Fly In’s. I am looking for someone to spearhead the Ercoupe project and help organize volunteers to help
work on it to get it ready to use. We have reviewed the plane and feel it would only take a few weeks of work
to get it ready. If you are interested in heading up this project or just helping working on it, please let me
know.
The end of July brings to many the journey to Oshkosh. EAA has started a program where a Chapter can reserve a spot for their chapter members to camp together. I know 67 has not in the past had a very organized
group at Oshkosh. Maybe this is something we can work on if the interest is there. I know the Kokomo Chapter has a very organized gathering at Oshkosh and they seem to have a great time up there. If this is something
we want to work on doing, we can work on it for next year since time is short to get something together for
this year.
Upcoming events for the Chapter are the August 20 Pancake Fly In. The week before the August Fly In, Tom
Wood Aviation is holding a community day on August 13. This will give us another way to promote our
Chapter and the Fly In the next weekend. The Conner Prairie Machine show is on Sept 17-18 and we plan on
having a tent there too. We will be working with the Westfield Chapter to Promote EAA that weekend. This is
one of the events where we could use the Ercoupe to promote aviation to the youth.
The Chapter Fun Day will be on September 24 this year. We hope to build on last year and have a day where
the Chapter members can come out and just have a fun relaxing day. We work to make this an event where
the members do not have to do any work and a way to say thank you for the hard work you all put in at the
other events we have. We will be inviting some of the other local chapters to join us that day too.
The Red Bull Air Races will be on October 1-2. This looks to be a very interesting event and IMS has reached
out to many organizations including the local EAA Chapters to see how we can be involved in the event too.
As a reminder, due to The 4th of July, Oshkosh and Labor day, our meetings will be held on the second Monday of the month in July August and September.

Safety Corner:
Forced Landing Checklist
Featuring Bob Martens - view profile

Subscriber Question:
"I had an engine failure on downwind and a forced landing in a plowed corn field. I spent the last 500 feet
concentrating on landing the airplane but did not block the door open, turn all switches off, tighten seat
belt, and turn fuel supply off. I did broadcast on UNICOM that I was having a forced landing but nobody
paid attention because I didn't say Mayday, Mayday, Mayday. I spent too much time trying to restart the
engine and neglected other critical items. I walked away without a scratch, but did $50K damage to my
airplane. At what point is it useless to try and restart the engine?" - Fred Z.

Bob:
"Always insightful to hear from one who's been there. Yes, there is certainly a point where you must stop
trying to restart your failed engine and prepare for the landing (notice I didn't say "crash"). There are certain priorities in every emergency.
For engine failure, aircraft control and proper airspeed management are your priorities! Finding a safe
landing area is also crucial. As conditions permit, running a checklist to attempt restart and prepare for
landing will come into play.
Once committed to a landing, getting the door opened and fuel shut off are very important. Removing ignition sources would also be very helpful.
Mayday calls would certainly enhance your rescue prospects as would a transponder change, but these
items should not in any way compromise your aircraft control.
Sounds to me like you handled your situation in a safe manner with good priorities. Practice make perfect
since during the real thing, you only get one shot at it!
One last thought, hopefully with an engine failure on downwind, we can still make it safely back to the
runway. Keep that downwind leg tight enough to make that happen!"
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All chapter members are invited to list items they would like to offer for sale or trade to other members.
Please forward via e-mail to Brian Crull and they will be placed in the next month’s news letter.

FLT. TRAINING: Sheridan—Nick Boland CFII, nick@flighttrainingcenters.com 317/877-6425
Noblesville—Larry Jacobi, CFII, MEI, Glass—(317) 508-0571Larryjacobi@sbcglobal.net

I80 – Noblesville Airport

Clean, well maintained open T ($135 per mo.) with electric on a
great 3500’ grass E – W runway. Friendly people who love aviation. Fuel and use of a maintenance hangar for residents.
CONTACT: Larry Jacobi
317/508-0571

EMBROIDERED HATS & SHIRT

$15.00 EA.

